IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel Claims 6 to 8, 13 and 15 to 22 without prejudice or disclaimer 
of subject matter. Please amend Claims 1 to 3, 5, 9 to 12 and 14, and add Claims 23 to 25, 
to read as follows. Note that all claims currently pending in this application, including 
those presently being amended, have been reproduced below. 




1 . YCurrently Amended) A method for providing for printout of an 



internet-based print job at a printer connected to an information processing device, a server 
connected to the pluarilitv oY information processing devices executes the steps of a s e t to p 
box, in which th e s e t top box ikconncctcd to a cabl e head end via a digital cable network, 
comp r ising : \ 

receiving from an intfernet-based source a print job including data to be 
printed at a printer connected to an information processing device via a network aHhe 
cable head e nd, the print job being r ec e ived in a print e r-independent format, and including 
address information d e signating at least one laome printer conn e ct e d to a re spective set top 
box; \ 

obtaining a print driver for the printer connected to the information 
processing device; \ 

rendering the print job using the print dri\er; and 

bas e d on the address information, accessing\a user di r ectory so as to 
d e t e rmine information identifying type and configuration of tn e p rinte r ; 

c re ating a logical softwar e printer at the cabl e h e a c i end, and executing a 
print driver corres p onding to the print e r id e ntifying information in the logical print e r, so as 



to rende r th e print e r-ind e pendent print job into a r ast e rized bit map image that is specific 
for the ultimate destination printer; and 

\ transferring the rendered print job over the network to the information 
processing devrce. rasteriz e d bit map image over the digital cable netwo r k to th e s e t top 
box to which the destination printer is connected . 

2. Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1, further 
comprising the steps of instructing the information processing device to create another 
logical printer with a simplified print driver that accepts rendered print jobs, and of 
accepting the rendered creating, at the s e t top box, anoth er logical printer with a simplifi e d 
print driver that accepts r ast e rized bit map p r int jobs, and of acc e pting th e rast e rized bit 
map print job by the logical printerVor visual printout. 

3. (Currently Amenaed) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the 
rendered print job rasterized bit map imagX created at the cable head end includes all 
needed printer commands for the target printer. 

4. (Original) A method according to Claim 3, wherein the rasterized 
bit map print data is formatted to a format needed byNhe target printer. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1, further 
comprising the steps st e p, at cable head end, of automatical^ detecting the id e ntification 
information for the type and configuration of the printer connected to the information 



processing device, attach e d to the set top box, by requesting such information from the set 
top box information processing device , and thereafter automatically obtaining a suitable 
print driver. \ 

6 to 8. (Cancelled) 

9. \ (Currently Amended) A server device An apparatus for providing 
for printout of an internfet-based print job at a printer connected to an information 
processing device, a set topi box, in which the set top box information processing device is 
connected to the server devick a cable head end via a digital cable network, comprising: 

a program memoV for storing process steps executable to perform a method 
according to any of Claims 1 to 5, K2, 14 and 23 to 25: 8 and 12 to 13; and 

a processor for executing the process steps stored in said program memory. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) ^Computer-executable process steps stored on 
a computer readable medium, said computer-executable process steps for providing for 
printout of an internet-based print job at a printer connected to an information processing 
device, a s e t top box, in which a server device the set vsm box is connected to the 
information processing device a cabl e head end via a digital cable network, said computer- 
executable process steps comprising process steps executable^ to perform a method 
according to any of Claims 1 to 5, 12, 14 and 23 to 25. 8 and 12^o 13. 



-4- 



ft 



1 K (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium which stores 
computer-executableWocess steps, the computer-executable process steps for providing 
for printout of an intern^based print job at a printer connected to a set to p box an 
information processing device , in which a server device th e set top box is connected to the 
information processing device a cabl e h e ad end via a digital cabl e network, said computer- 
executable process steps comprising process steps executable to perform a method 
according to any of Claims 1 to 5. 12. 14Vd 23 to 25. Sand 12 to 13. 



12. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the 
internet-based print job is a push-print print job originating from the an internet-based 



source. 



13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currehriy Amended) A method according to Claim 1. wherein the 
internet-based source is a for p r ovfoling fo r p r intout of an int e rn e t-based p r int j ob at a 
print e r conn e cted to a set top box, in wnidi the set top box can communicate with a 
broadcasting station , the information processing device is a set top box and the network is 
via a broadband network. , comprising : I 

receiving a print job from an inte r net-based source at the broadcasting 
station, the print job b e ing r ec e iv e d in a printe r -independent romiat and including address 
information designating at l e ast on e home printe r connected to a r es p ective s e t top box; 
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bas e cKon the addr e ss information, acc e ssing a user di r ectory so as to 
determine a printer drivc^corr e sponding to the printe r ; 

obtaining identification information of the pr inter conn e cted to the set to p 
box by communicating with th e ^pt to}jbox; 

loading the p r int drifo^ specified by the accessing step or th e obtaining step 
at the broadcasting station and executing l^e print ^dnver corresponding to the printer, so as 
to r e nder th e printer-independent print job into^ r ast e riz e d bit map imag e that is specific 
for the ultimat e d e stination p rinter; and 

transferring th e rasterized bit map imagkovcr the broadband network to the 
set top box to which the destination print e r is connected. 



15 to 22. (Cancelled) 

^ (> C f ^ 23^ (New) A method according to Claim 1, further comprising the steps 

of establishing a securfesconnection to the internet-based source. 

24. (New) A mefhod according to Claim 1, further comprising the steps 
of establishing a secure connection to the information processing device. 



25. (New) A method according to Claiha 1 , wherein the step of rendering 
the print job generates rasterized data using the print driver. 
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